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Next Society meeting: Monday, February 20th, 2017 

7:00 pm at Couvelier Pavilion, HCP 

Scheduled: Annual General Meeting and Election of Directors 

Topic: Seasonal and basic care. Spring & summer 

Expert advice: There is a standing invitation to all members to 
bring in any tree that you would like an opinion or advice on – 
tap into years of collective bonsai experience. 

Club activities: Please share your thoughts on activities that 
you would like to see.  The Activities Calendar on the VIBS 
webpage has been updated for 2016  
http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm 

Raffle table: There will be a raffle table this month.  Feel free 
to bring in a bonsai-related donation!  
 
Membership renewals: due January 1st, 2017 

         

2017 VIBS Executive 

President: Mark Paterson 

Vice President: Vacant 

Past President: Bob Taylor 

Treasurer: Larry Phillips 

Secretary: Jim Haskins 

Door & Raffle & 

Library: Jim & Kathi Morrison 

Newsletter& Website: John 

Mitchell 

Also: Maurice Bombezin, 

Randy Kowalchuk,David 

Atterby, Silvia Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

Maurice's:  Bamboo in the snow (January) 

Photo: Maurice B. 

Frost!!! 

http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm
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Greetings Everyone! 

At our January meeting Mark Paterson demonstrated a style that Japanese bonsai 
practitioners know as Tanuki and that North American hobbyists call a phoenix graft. 
Mark started with a lovely (but deceased) pine that he wired into a bonsai pot and added 
young flexible Canadian hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) to achieve the beginnings of a very 
convincing transformation.  It was a most enjoyable demonstration. 
 
Maurice brought in some well established phoenix grafts from his collection and gave his usual 
informative seminar on the evening's topic. 

Left & above: Mark creating his phoenix graft.  The Canadian hemlock grafted into the stump 
will take several years to thicken & begin melding to the stump.  Bottom Right: Maurice talking 
about his experiences with phoenix grafts.  
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A message from Maurice:    
Hi Everyone. 
     
       I certainly hope we have seen the last of our "unusual" winter...We'll probably have a late Spring so re-
potting won't be so urgent. For trees under shelter it is important at this time to keep them moist and sprayed 
regularly evergreen specially. Pruning non flowering trees is also something I do at this time. 
  
Best regards,                 ... Maurice 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Potentilla silouhette Canadian maple leaf Frost 

photos by Maurice B 
(I don't have any idea how Maurice got that photo on the right.  Let's ask him.) 

 

Above: Two of Maurice's  phoenix graft bonsai (on left) and 

Mark's project tree from last meeting on the right 
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Seasonal care –February 
Buds are starting to swell on some of my trees, 
somewhat later than they did last year, however last 
year's was a mild winter.  Or is it that this year has 
been cold?  Yes, this year has been cold! And wet. 
And windy. 
 
Things are coming back to life, 'tho.  This is a good 
time to shape and prune unwanted small branches.  
They should heal quickly as the growing season gets 
underway.  Some trees, like maples and birch, 
awaken quite early and if pruned after the sap starts 
running they will drip large quantities of sap – mostly 
water – from the freshly cut branch tips. If pruned 
early enough the transport vessels (Xylem) will dry 
up at the cut, reducing or eliminating the water & 
nutrient loss.    Bring your trees out on a nice day and 
with them near eye level and against a neutral or 
contrasting background, have fun shaping them. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The buds are beginning to swell on some trees – a few leaves hung on all winter despite the 
winds and -8°C temps in January at my place.  These trees had no special protection – just 
moved to the ground under my benches.  Korean Hornbeam on the Right. 
A number of us on the south Island are gearing up to repot those trees and bonsai that will 
require it.  Things can get a little busy in March!  
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Bonsai Magazines 
Bonsai magazines are a wonderful resource for those of us looking for advice, information, 
techniques or simply armchair-travel to conferences and workshops around the world.   Many 
of us have our favourites but we have a fair number of members quite new to bonsai who may 
not be aware of what is available.  Here is a list of the five I consider the most significant to 
English speaking bonsai-ists: 
 

American Bonsai Society 

http://www.absbonsai.org/membership 

Membership in the American Bonsai Society, Inc. is open to 

anyone upon application and payment of dues and shall 

continue from year to year so long as dues are paid. 

Memberships include an annual subscription to BONSAI: 

Journal of the American Bonsai Society, discounts on 

purchases through the ABS Store, and eligibility to 

participate in ABS Bonsai Events and Contests  $55 U.S. per 

year (Canadian rate) 

 

Bonsai & Stone Appreciation magazine is the quarterly 

publication of Bonsai Clubs International (online e-magazine 

$29 US; Individual $43 US includes e-magazine and printed 

magazine). 

Membership includes subscription to the full color Bonsai & 

Stone Appreciation Magazine. Published quarterly, it 

contains illustrated articles written by leading specialists 

informing you about current activities, techniques, and news 

from throughout the world. Learn of the upcoming BCI 

conventions, tours, and other benefits in each issue. 

Members have the choice of receiving a printed magazine or viewing it on line via our 

Members Only section of our website:     http://www.bonsai-bci.com/index.php 

 

http://www.absbonsai.org/membership
http://www.bonsai-bci.com/index.php
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Bonsai Magazines (cont'd) 
 
International Bonsai  (Quarterly magazine)  http://www.internationalbonsai.com 

The International Bonsai Arboretum was established by 
William N. Valavanis to promote the horticultural and 
artistic aspects of classical bonsai art. Bonsai artist, 
educator, and scholar, Mr. Valavanis has been studying 
bonsai for over 40 years and freely shares his knowledge, 
techniques, and art on an international scale. The 
International Bonsai Arboretum is the home of the 
Valavanis Bonsai Collection and offers a complete range of 
educational bonsai courses, workshops, seminars and 
symposia as well as trained bonsai masterpieces, pre-
bonsai, and bonsai supplies. International BONSAI, the 
quarterly publication of Mr. Valavanis, has been published 
for 30 years and reaches bonsai enthusiasts around the 
world. Tours of bonsai gardens and exhibitions in Japan and 
around the world are also regularly conducted. 
 
Esprit Bonsai  http://www.en.esprit-bonsai.com 
From the website: 
What is Esprit Bonsai ? It is almost easier to define it by what 
it is not:  
- It is not a technical magazine, even though it naturally 
covers the techniques that need to be learnt for shaping 
trees.  
- It is not an art magazine, even though bonsai is 
undoubtedly an art. 
- It is not a celebrity magazine, even 
though Esprit Bonsai often includes features about the key 
people in the field. 
- It is not a news magazine, even though we present all the 
major events related to bonsai and its practice. 
 
Esprit Bonsaï remains faithful to the desire on which it was founded: to speak of bonsai, of 
course, but also to look at other related arts such as pots, companion plants, ikebana … and all 
in relation to the people, the artists who shape them and who, through their work, express 
their own sensibilities and their respect of and love for nature and the world around them. A  

http://www.internationalbonsai.com/
http://www.en.esprit-bonsai.com/
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Bonsai Magazines (con't) 
 
philosophy and a vision of the art of bonsai that we wish to share with you.  Esprit Bonsai is a 
French bi-monthly magazine now published in English.  The online subscription costs €44.99 
 
Bonsai Focus   https://www.bonsaifocus.com 
 
Bonsai Focus is the international bonsai magazine for 
beginner and advanced enthusiasts worldwide. Founded in 
the eighties, Bonsai Focus is a well-established magazine with 
a globally respected reputation, offering the reader a wide 
range of high quality articles about bonsai for both beginners 
and advanced bonsai enthusiasts. 
 
The magazine is available in a printed version and, since 
2010, also as an e-Magazine. Bonsai Focus subscriptions can 
be ordered directly online in 6 languages.  A great number of 
back issues from the last 10 years - featuring Japanese and 
Western artists - show readers the way in bonsai and can be 
ordered from our web shop. Our devoted team of experienc-
ed native-speaking editors, plus a close co-operation with the Japanese magazine KINBON 
guarantee the high quality of information on subjects like techniques, maintenance and 
styling. The unique concept of articles with supporting videos allows, our subscribers, as it 
were, to be present at an artist’s actual live performance, learning the tricks from the Master. 
 
You can check out subscription prices here: 
https://www.bonsaifocus.com/en/subscriptions/subscribe/  The best price would seem to 
be for the e-magazine at €53.55   Bi-monthly. 
 
The two European magazines, Esprit Bonsai and Bonsai Focus are really excellent.  In the past 
year or so they have featured California's  Boon Manikitivipart and Oregon's Ryan Neal, 
Michael Hagedorn and Matt Reel as well as other stellar international bonsai artists.   
 
At first glance, prices for these magazine seem steep, especially if you're converting CDN 
dollars to Euros (almost embarrassing).  The value comes in the fact that they really do a fine 
job of presenting information vital to the hobby and there is no better way of keeping up with 
what is happening in the world of bonsai than to subscribe.  The three American publications 
come with memberships in their respective organizations.  From Eirope - it's just the magazine. 

https://www.bonsaifocus.com/
https://www.bonsaifocus.com/en/subscriptions/subscribe/
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Executive member Randy Kowalchuk would like a show of interest in a bus trip to Bonsai 
Northwest http://www.bonsainw.com/ and the Pacific Bonsai Museum 
http://pacificbonsaimuseum.org/   
 

*******************************************************************      
Please remember that 2017 Membership renewals were due January 1st, 2017.  

*******************************************************************  
Decisions on styling deciduous trees can best be made when trees are in their 
leafless winter state (something to do on those lovely winter days!). 
*******************************************************************
David DeGroot has confirmed that he will present another bonsai styling seminar 
September  24th, 2017.  Cost $150 
*******************************************************************  
Vancouver Island Bonsai Society Board of Directors - Call for Nominations 

At the 2017 Annual General Meeting on February 20, 2017 you, the members of the society, 

will be asked to elect Directors to the Board. 

This is YOUR opportunity to participate in setting the direction of YOUR Society and helping to 

shape its future.  Board members are elected for a 2 year term. 

The Board has openings for at least 3 Directors and if you would like to nominate someone for 

the Board or wish to volunteer for the Board yourself please send an email to:  

secretary@victoriabonsai.bc.ca providing name and contact information. 

Carrying on for the 2nd year of a 2 year term are Mark Paterson, Maurice Bombezin, Randy 

Kowalchuk and Larry Phillips.  Bob Taylor continues as past president. 

***************************************************************************** 
Coming events: 
 

March: 
Friday,March 17th - & Sat March 18th  Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden Society (VIRAGS) Spring 

Show & Sale 

Monday, March 20 Regular bonsaimeeting: Topic: Purchasing bonsai stock (Guest speaker)  Also: 

"Non-Worked" Tree Material 
 

Gary with his Shore Pine 

Gary with his  

http://www.bonsainw.com/
http://pacificbonsaimuseum.org/
mailto:secretary@victoriabonsai.bc.ca
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Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 

  Membership Renewal / Application Form  2017 
 
 
I wish to renew my membership _____ or I wish to apply for membership ____ (new member)  
 
Attached is $30.00 for single membership ___ or attached is $35.00 for family membership ___ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, Province ___________________________________ Postal Code ______________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ________________________  Phone (Other) ___________________________ 

 
Please provide your e-mail address for information about various activities and notification of the  

 

posting of the Newsletter to the website:   ___________________________________________ 

 

Date: 
 
 
If you are mailing this form, please mail to: 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 
Membership Coordinator 

PO Box 8674 
Victoria, B.C. 

V8W 3S2 
 

 

A burl of an unknown hardwood species.  Ireland 2016.  I see faces 

everywhere, even a hippo.  Trees are wonderful! Photo: John M 


