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Next Society meeting: Monday, April 17th, 2017 

7:00 pm at Couvelier Pavilion, HCP 

Scheduled topic: refining bonsai foliage 

Show & Tell: Bonsai with full refined foliage 

Expert advice: There is a standing invitation to all members to 
bring in any tree that you would like an opinion or advice on – 
tap into years of collective bonsai experience. 

Club activities: Please share your thoughts on activities that 
you would like to see.  The Activities Calendar on the VIBS 
webpage has been updated for 2017:  
http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm 

Raffle table: There will be a raffle table this month.  Feel free 
to bring in a bonsai-related donation!  

Membership renewals: For those of you who renewed their 
memberships as of last meeting, the 2017 membership cards 
will be available at the April meeting. 

         

2017 VIBS Executive 

President: Mark Paterson 

Vice President: Vacant 

Past President: Bob Taylor 

Treasurer: Larry Phillips 

Secretary: Jim Haskins 

Door & Raffle & 

Library: Jim & Kathi Morrison 

Newsletter& Website: John 

Mitchell 

Also: Maurice Bombezin, 

Randy Kowalchuk,David 

Atterby, Silvia Schmidt 

 

 

 

 
Lynn's cascade-style juniper 

Newly emerged leaves of Alpine willow Salix nakamura var. yezoalpina 

cascade-style bonsai. Native to mountains of Hokkaido.  Hairy leaves 

are an adaptation to cold. 

http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm
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Happy Easter everyone!  

At the March meeting we had an interesting panel discussion.  With Larry P as moderator, 
Mark P, Maurice B, Barny H and Frank C discussed sourcing bonsai material.  The members of 
the panel had a variety of opinions and useful information on where to find trees and shrubs 
that had bonsai potential.  Mark has had great success in finding "potensai" (trees with bonsai 
potential) at local nurseries.  Maurice has vast experience in air layering many trees as source  

material and has great expertise in utilizing native BC species as bonsai,  Frank's perspective 
focused on the more formal bonsai styling after the Japanese tradition. 

In this club, we are seeing a steady increase in members new to the hobby of bonsai – you 

may have come to a club meeting because a "bonsai" may have come into your possession 

from whatever source or you may have developed an appreciation of bonsai but have had 

limited - or no- experience. There a few things unique to this hobby that are worth  being 

aware of to enhance your appreciation of the hobby.  

Although the term "bonsai" is a Japanese phrase referring to the practice of cultivating 

miniature trees in pots with a great emphasis on form, "bonsai" has become an umbrella term 

describing the general horticultural practice of miniaturizing trees in pots and has become 

inclusive of the Chinese art of "pun-sai" or "pen-sai" (where bonsai originated), and all other 

variations of the art as evolved in Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea and other 

southeast Asian countries.  Our club is welcoming and appreciative of all of these styles under 

the umbrella of "bonsai".   

The classic Japanese styles, with their emphasis on rather rigid rules of form, are not the type 

of bonsai that we commonly encounter in North America (with some exceptions) unless we 

happen to be looking at bonsai that were created in Asia - usually in Japan or Korea, and 
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imported.  These trees are usually sold at what most people would consider extraordinarily 

high prices and are usually purchased by individuals who are confident that they have the 

horticultural skills to keep them healthy.  All that said, it must be acknowledged that in the 

seventy or more years since bonsai got its North American start in California, some quite 

remarkable bonsai have been grown and styled on this continent and bear up well under 

formal criteria.  

What is very useful to the beginning bonsai hobbyist is the study of the Japanese styles and 

rules of form that can serve to inform our techniques as we practice our art on those bonsai 

materials more readily available to most of us who find our trees in nurseries, urban yards and 

in the wild. 

As mentioned, nursery stock can be an excellent source of bonsai material for those of us who 

love to mess about miniaturizing little trees.  Certain nurseries consistently carry plants that 

satisfy this hobby's sometimes fussy needs for pre-bonsai and bonsai stock.  Frank C is is the 

process of developing a bonsai specialty nursery at Nanoose .  See the links on our website: 

http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/Linkssupp.htm 

When examining trees at any nursery, keep in mind that the Japanese rules of form dictate 

that a bonsai should have roots that radiate evenly out from the trunk so don't hesitate to use 

your fingers to gently probe the root structure near the surface.  This might be a Japanese rule  

but it works very well esthetically in the development of most all miniature trees. 

Plants found on the club raffle table are usually identifiable trees, shrubs or plant types 

complimentary to the bonsai hobby. Invariably, and there have been some notable exceptions, 

most of these donated items would benefit from some years in the ground, undergoing 

training as they gain some maturity. This is usually "pre-bonsai" material not meant for a 

bonsai pot for quite some time.  Now and again fine bonsai come our way and are offered at 

raffle or auction. 

Brilliant Bonsai - Glossary  https://brilliantbonsai.wordpress.com/tag/bonsai-words/ 

The above article is an acknowledgement of the challenge to many new members presented by the concepts 

and terminology of bonsai that one might encounter at a meeting.  There is a learning curve. Did I mention 

patience?  Patience, too.  Don't hesitate to ask questions of some of the more experienced members. 

Mark Paterson says that the trip to Dinter Nursery near Duncan will take place soon after our 

April meeting and will likely be on short notice.  We will have to stay tuned!  

 

http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/Linkssupp.htm
https://brilliantbonsai.wordpress.com/tag/bonsai-words/
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Maurice's Bonsai corner 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Another feast for the eyes coming out of Maurice's bonsai garden! 

***************************************************************************** 

We take great pleasure in congratulating club member Lynn H. on being awarded First Prizes 

for her bonsai at the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden Society's Spring Show & Sale 

held recently (March 17 & 18) at the Cadboro Bay United Church. Lovely bonsai, Lynn! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

           Photos submitted by Maurice 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

Photos: Maurice B. 
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Beginner's Bonsai Workshop 

On Saturday, April 15th, Maurice presented a beginners' bonsai workshop in the classroom at 

the Horticulture Centre.  Thank you, Maurice - it's always fun!  Here are a few photos: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************** 
Our club could really benefit from the volunteer services of an individual with excellent organizational abilities 
to help coordinate club activities such as bus trips, Field Days, car pools, and other seasonal activities.  Please 
look Mark P up at a meeting or speak with any member of the executive.  Extensive bonsai knowledge isn't 
required but the opportunities for learning could be great! 

Photos: John M 
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Signs of Spring – here are a few photos from around the bonsai patch.  Things 

have ever-so-slowly begun to move.  

  

Winter Hazel (Corylopsis species) 
Caragana 

Satsuki azalea 

Salix nakamura yezoalpina Chinese quince 

Winte

r 

Photos: John M 
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Signs of Spring - continued: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some intersting signs of Spring can be found if one 

looks closely: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Check your trees for insect activity 
 
 
 
 

Above: Insect larva (large one) & pupae 

found while repotting. Right: That is not 

a branch!  Caterpillar on a Smoke Tree 

(Cotinus species) 

 

See! 

Candles erupting by last year's cone on a Shore Pine 

New candles on a White Spruce 
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Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 

  Membership Renewal / Application Form  2017 
 
 
I wish to renew my membership _____ or I wish to apply for membership ____ (new member)  
 
Attached is $30.00 for single membership ___ or attached is $35.00 for family membership ___ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, Province ___________________________________ Postal Code ______________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ________________________  Phone (Other) ___________________________ 

 
Please provide your e-mail address for information about various activities and notification of the  

 

posting of the Newsletter to the website:   ___________________________________________ 

 

Date: 
 
 
If you are mailing this form, please mail to: 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 
Membership Coordinator 

PO Box 8674 
Victoria, B.C. 

V8W 3S2 
 

 

Developing pollen cones on a Shore Pine bonsai (Pinus contorta contorta) 


