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Next Society meeting: Monday, September 15th, 2014 

7:30 pm at Garth Homer Centre 

 

Theme: Teague and Mark will talk about winterizing bonsai. 

Activity: Wiring pines 

Expert advice: There is a standing invitation to all members to 

bring in any tree that you would like an opinion or advice on – 

tap into several hundred years of collective bonsai experience. 

Raffle table:  Any contributions to the raffle table will be very 

much appreciated by all.  One of our few fund raisers for the 

club and a very popular feature of our monthly meeting. 

Club activities: Please give some thought to what you would 

like to see happening in the club this year.  Feedback from the 

membership about what you would like by way of bonsai-

related activities helps us structure our meetings. 

Buy & Sell: trees or stock – members are invited to bring 

bonsai-related items and sell them at the meeting. 

Show & Tell: bring in any trees of interest to discuss with us! 

Work on your tree – please feel free to bring in a tree to work 

on, if you like.  Assistance is always available. 

Entering the building: Please be aware that the front door is 

the only entry/exit to the building.  Security has become a 

signficant issue for the Garth Homer administration andaccess 

to the building is now limited to the front door. 

 
Library: Please return library books that you have borrowed so 

that others may enjoy them, too. 

 

2014 VIBS Officers 

President: Mark Paterson 

Vice President: Teague 

Griffin 

Treasurer: Larry Phillips 

Secretary: Tibby Solloway 

2014 Convention Chair: Bob 

Taylor 

Door & Raffle: Susan Vidal 

Librarian: Kathi Morrison 

Newsletter& Website: John 

Mitchell 
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Last meeting ... 

Maurice brought in another very interesting selection of bonsai including some 

delightful root-over-rock style with companions.  Maurice seems to have a gift for 

making things grow, especially bonsai! 

 

  

Maurice's gift for story telling kept us enthralled for 45 information-packed minutes 
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Last meeting (continued) 

Teague brought in a magnificent collected Mountain Hemlock that he went to work on.  By the 

end of the meeting had transformed it into an elegant and stately bonsai.  A bonsai is a "plant 

in a pot" - right? ... even when it's a tree in a child's wading pool?  Of course! 
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And, speaking of Maurice ... 

Seasonal tips! 

Maurice's DOs and DON 'Ts for a dry and hot September... 

  
Do water and mist all evergreens regularly. 

Do not overhead water deciduous trees that have started to turn on fall colors (maples, 
crabapples, viburnums, elms etc..) doing so will speeds up the process of breaking down the 
leaves and rot will quickly happen - you will lose leaves prematurely (and lose colour).. 

Do prune long shoots on Potentillas and other deciduous trees that have stopped growing 
(Plums, Apples, Escalonias etc...) 

Do keep an eye on trees with berries (Cotoneasters, Hawthorns etc..) Birds keep two eyes on 
those . . . 

Do not wire or de-needle Pines yet. 

Do apply weak 0-10-10 to trees that still have  good green foliage and a potential for flowers 
next spring (Azaleas, fruit trees, Hawthorn etc..) 

 Do not re-pot at this time ... wait a few months.    

 Do enjoy flowers on Abelias and some Potentillas 
           Thank you Maurice! 
 
***************************************************************************** 
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***************************************************************************** 

The Convention!        In Victoria!      This Fall!!! 

On the weekend of October 3rd, 4th and 5th this club will host the 25th 

Annual Pacific Northwest Bonsai Clubs Convention. 

A selection of bonsai artists of international renown have been chosen to present 

workshops, demos and critiques as we host the last annual PNBCA convention - 

henceforth our conventions will be held every two years.  It is not likely that this 

convention will return to Victoria before 2020. 

The close-to-home convenience of this event presents an opportunity that those 

of us on Vancouver Island should not miss. 

 The artists: 

John Romano 

http://www.kaikoubonsai.com/ 

John has made Shohin style bonsai his specialty.  

Shohin is a Japanese word that translates as "a 

small thing" and are bonsai that are no higher than 

10" from the top of the pot to the top of the tree. 

John has been "playing" with bonsai since 1975 and 

has studied with Kenji Miyata at New England 

Bonsai Garden and with shohin bonsai master 

Nobuichi Urushibata in Shizuoka, Japan.  John has  

been teaching bonsai classes & private students 

since 2000.  He has contributed articles to most of the major bonsai magazines. 

John writes a regular column in International Bonsai Magazine called "A Little 

Magic with Shohin Bonsai". 

http://www.kaikoubonsai.com/
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Colin Lewis http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/ 

"When creating my own bonsai I draw on 

my western artistic and cultural heritage to 

produce images that challenge the 

conventional bonsai aesthetic.  I encourage 

all to do the same." ... Colin Lewis 

This refreshing philosophy should give hope 

to those of us who yearn to create bonsai 

but are hesitant in their approach because 

they may feel that the traditional Eastern 

techniques of creating miniature trees is 

stringently rule-bound and therefore difficult without a course of study in that Oriental art. 

Colin has published an astonishing number of books on bonsai and his newsletters are well 

worth reading: http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/Reading.html 

Colin will be working with some Mountain Hemlock, unique, thick-trunked, compact Korean 

hornbeam, and some Vancouver Island-collected Shore Pine to be worked in Literati style.. 

 

Michael Hagedorn  http://crataegus.com/ 

Michael is a deservedly famous and gifted 

bonsai artist who has travelled the world 

learning his art and sharing his knowledge. 

Michael studied with Shinji Suzuki of Nagano 

Japan in 2003.  Some of us had the pleasure of 

observing Michael's workshops in Spokane at 

last year's convention and invited him to share 

his wealth of bonsai knowledge with us. 

Michael will work with collected Mountain 

Hemlock as well as nursery-sourced trees and 

Shimpaku juniper of exceptional quality.  Most of Michael's workshops are now full. 

http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/
http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/Reading.html
http://crataegus.com/
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Tak Yamaura  http://www.japanbonsai.com/ 

Tak has been a significant force in BC bonsai 

for decades and has mentored countless 

students and many bonsai clubs. 

He has been tremendously supportive of our 

club and his generosity and willingness to 

make the trip to this remote outpost has seen 

us benefit greatly over the years. 

Tak will be presenting Tsukuomo Cypress and 

Shimpaku workshops, utilizing trees that he 

has raised from cuttings taken 35 years ago 

and nurtured in his Japan Bonsai wonderland. 

Tak will also demonstrate the creation of a 

forest grouping on a slab - a bonsai art form 

that he is well known for.  The demonstration 

pieces created at the convention will be 

auctioned at the banquet on Saturday night.  

**************************************************************************** 

There is still room in some of the workshops - we will have an update at this month's meeting. 

In August we travelled up-Island and across to the mainland to look at some of the finest 

bonsai in BC for the purpose of choosing a selection for the bonsai display at the convention.  

The display is exceedingly popular with the public and with the bonsai hobbyists attending the 

convention.  For anyone not registered for the convention, there will be $5 admission. 

http://www.japanbonsai.com/
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Volunteers are still needed! Thanks to all who have signed up so far.  Please check with us to 

be sure we have your name.  If you would like to volunteer there will be a sign-up sheet at the 

meeting.  If you can't make it to the meeting but will be available October 3, 4 or 5 - please 

contact us at: Webmaster@victoriabonsai.bc.ca         

There will be vendors at the convention!  Collected trees!  Bonsai pots!  Tools!  Books!  Bonsai! 

Remember - if you want to take a workshop, or be a "silent observer" you will have to be 

registered.  See http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20Form%20V3.pdf 

I think that the early bird, pre-July 31st fee of $265 per person or $470 for two family 

members, is still in effect. 

Workshop costs are here: 

http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20Form%20V3%20page%202.pdf 

The legal stuff is here: http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20page%203.pdf 

Trees like these! 

 

Here is a link to our ad on the PNBCA site:  

http://pnbca.com/conv2014/PNBCA%202014%20Convention%20Ad.htm 

mailto:webmaster@victoriabonsai.bc.ca
http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20Form%20V3.pdf
http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20Form%20V3%20page%202.pdf
http://pnbca.com/conv2014/Final%20Registration%20page%203.pdf
http://pnbca.com/conv2014/PNBCA%202014%20Convention%20Ad.htm
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There is quite a variety of collected and nursery-sourced stock available for the workshops.  

Some workshops have reached capacity and are "sold out".   All of the stock has potential for 

good bonsai especially when created under the supervision of one of the bonsai masters who 

will be in attendance at this conference. 

***************************************************************************** 

Bonsai training pots ... 

Dale Martel at Elk Lake Garden Centre sent a 

note to say that they have brought in a large 

number of bonsai training pots.  There are ovals, 

rectangles and rounds in both heavy and light 

plastic.  Prices range from $2.50 to $18.00 

 

My impression, when I was 

there last week, was that 

these pots were going fast. 

We would like to thank Elk 

Lake Garden Centre for their 

donation to the raffle table! 

 

***************************************************************************** 

This bit of a hot spell is bound to be very hard on bonsai!  Mist frequently.  Consider moving 

trees into the shade or semi-shade.  The hottest day recorded in Victoria between 1940 and 

2010 was 36.3°C ( 97.3°F).  The warmest year between 1950 & 2013 was 1958 (average temp 

of 11.1°C or 52°F.  Average yearly rainfall in Victoria 1950 - 2013 = 833.3mm (32.8"). 

Korean "mica" drum-style pots 

 

Source of data: Times Colonist Sept 14, 2014 
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Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 

Membership Renewal / Application Form 2014 
 
 
I wish to renew my membership _____ or I wish to apply for membership ____ (new member)  
 
Attached is $25.00 for single membership ___ or attached is $30.00 for family membership ___ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, Province ___________________________________ Postal Code ______________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ________________________  Phone (Other) ___________________________ 

 
Please provide your e-mail address for information about various activities and notification of the  

 

posting of the Newsletter to the website:   ___________________________________________ 
 
 
If you are mailing this form, please mail to: 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 
Membership Coordinator 

PO Box 8674  
Victoria, BC 
V8W 3S2 

 

Natural nebari on a poplar at Goward House 


