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Next Society meeting: Monday, December 16, 2013 

Christmas/ Seasonal Celebration: Please join us and bring a 

small offering of goodies to share with your bonsai friends.  

Expert advice: There is a standing invitation to all members to 

bring in any tree that you would like an opinion or advice on – 

tap into several hundred years of collective bonsai experience. 

Raffle table:  Any contributions to the raffle table will be very 

much appreciated by all.  It is a great find raiser for the club 

and a very popular feature of our monthly meeting. 

Memberships due: 2014 membership fees are due January 

1st.  In past years we have put up an incentive to be drawn 

from the names of those who have renewed their 

memberships by the January meeting.  The “prize” may be a 

refund of your membership fee.  There may be other 

incentives, too!  

 

                

 

2012 – 13 VIBS Officers 

President: Mark Paterson 

Vice President: Vacant 

Treasurer: Larry Phillips 

Secretary: Tibby Soloway 

2014 Convention chair: Bob 

Taylor 

Door & Raffle: Susan Vidal 

Librarian: Kathi Morrison 

Newsletter& Website: John 

Mitchell  
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Annual Party/ Seasonal Celebration 

We’ll hold our annual informal get-together at our meeting this month.  If you are able to 

bring something edible to share, please do so.  If you haven’t had the time to put anything 

together, please come and share the offerings on hand – there always seems to be lots of 

goodies for everyone 

There will be a prize awarded for the best decorated bonsai! 
 

Bonsai Garden update: 
Larry assures me that all of the bonsai have been put to bed (cold greenhouse) for the winter.  Watch 

this space for updates. 

 

 

The 2014 PNBCA Convention in Victoria 

Again, please give some thought to attending next October’s convention in Victoria.  Previous 

conventions here have been outstandingly successful and we are hoping for the same thing 

this time around.   The Harbour Towers Hotel is a great venue for this event and there will be 

many opportunities for learning a great deal more about your favourite pastime.    

Colin Lewis has an excellent website, well worth a visit:  http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/   
 
Michael Hagedorn See:  http://crataegus.com/  
 
John Romano See:  http://kaikouschoolofbonsai.com/ 

Tak Yamaura See: www.japanbonsai.com/ 

This is a very significant roster of bonsai artists and we expect that the workshops will fill 
quickly.  There is a maximum of 10 spaces per workshop with the possibility that a few will be 
limited to 8 applicants. 

In next month’s newsletter (January) there will be a description of workshops and related 
costs (over and above the cost of registration). 

The object is not to make the tree look like a bonsai, but to make the bonsai look like a tree. 

-     John Yoshio Naka (American bonsai pioneer) 

http://www.colinlewisbonsai.com/
http://crataegus.com/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20Documents/Bonsai/:%20%20http:/kaikouschoolofbonsai.com/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20Documents/Bonsai/www.japanbonsai.com/
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Here are links to two interesting articles about over wintering bonsai, found on the American 
Bonsai Society web site: 
http://www.absbonsai.org/over-wintering-bonsai  
 
http://www.absbonsai.org/freeze-damage-woody-plants 
 

 
I found an interesting opinion on Michael Hagedorn’s excellent blog, commenting on a product many of us 
have used in our soil mixes:  “I feel the need to comment on Turface, which is still, unfortunately, a common 
bonsai soil component. I say unfortunate as this is one of the worst soil components you could ever use. 
 
I will not go into the soil science of ion exchange or things of that nature. Given the evidence from the 
trenches, it hardly matters. My experience witnessing root development in many types of soils has confirmed 
that Turface ranks dead last. (Oil-Dri and Profile are equally bad.) 
 
There are two obvious faults of Turface. The first is that it produces some of the most anaemic, thready root 
systems that can be had for any money, and secondly it has a deadly hydrophobic property when dry. How 
many of you have just watered a tree planted in Turface, scratched the surface of the soil and found it to be 
bone dry underneath? For the ‘No’ answerers, I hope you never have the pleasure. This dangerous property 
will result in dead zones in your soil, creating a situation where the majority of the roots will grow in the worst 
places in the pot, which are along the sides and the bottom.”  For the rest of the article: http://crataegus.com/  

http://www.absbonsai.org/over-wintering-bonsai
http://www.absbonsai.org/freeze-damage-woody-plants
http://crataegus.com/
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The Past Year in Pictures 
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More pictures: 
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A new book: 
There’s an interesting new publication, Classical Bonsai Art by Bill Valavanis at International 
Bonsai in New York state.   It’s advertised as “… 256 pages of Growing & Training Tips”.  Bill’s 
work with Bonsai over 50 years is quite legendary – anyone who has looked over his Fine 
Bonsai knows that he does nothing by half measures – expect exquisite photography & 
extraordinary attention to detail. 
 
See: http://www.internationalbonsai.com/page/1442819 
 
While there, have a good look at this web site.  I believe that International Bonsai is one of the 
better bonsai publications available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 

Membership Renewal / Application Form 2014 
 
 
I wish to renew my membership _____ or I wish to apply for membership ____ (new member)  
 
Attached is $25.00 for single membership ___ or attached is $30.00 for family membership ___ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, Province ___________________________________ Postal Code ______________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ________________________  Phone (Other) ___________________________ 

 
Please provide your e-mail address for information about various activities and notification of the  

 

posting of the Newsletter to the website:   ___________________________________________ 
 
 
If you are mailing this form, please mail to: 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 
Membership Coordinator 

PO Box 8674  
Victoria, BC 
V8W 3S2 

 

http://www.internationalbonsai.com/page/1442819

