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Monday August 15, 2011 … 
 

Show & Tell -  There will be no show & tell this month. 
 
50/50 Auction: Have you run out of space on your bonsai benches or in 
your potting shed? Are you no longer in love with that tree? Do you have 
pots you will never use? Bring in your unwanted bonsai related items for the 
auction and find a good home for them. Half of the proceeds will go to the 
seller and half to the Club. This is a great chance to acquire some reasona-
bly priced bonsai related items. With our resident auctioneer, Kent, the pro-
ceedings are always a lot of fun! Ideally everyone attending should bring at 
least one item for the auction. 
 
Raffle Table - There will be no raffle table this month.. 
 
Coming In September - Show & Tell : Convention treasures. 
 
Topic: How to collect wild trees and their care. 
 

Our Next Two Meetings: 
 
Monday Aug. 15, 7:30 pm 
Monday Sep. 19, 7:30 pm 
 

Garth Homer Society 
Auditorium 

813 Darwin Avenue 
Victoria, BC 

2011 VIBC Officers 
 

President             Bob Taylor     
 
Past-Pres             Randy Kowalchuk 
 
Treasurer             Judy Horsland 
 
MallShow 
Coordinator          Vacant 
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Upcoming Activities …… 
 
Saturday Sept. 3rd to Monday Sept 5th - Pacific Northwest Clubs Associa-
tion Convention XXII “Elegance In The Emerald City in Seattle, Wa. 
 
Saturday Oct. 1, 2011 - There will be a bonsai auction put on by Tak Ya-
maura of Japan Bonsai. Proceeds are going to the Japan Earthquake and 
Tsunami Relief. 

 
Sooke Potholes 

 
There is an open house at Bob’s at the Sooke Potholes every Sunday after-
noon. Go to the 2nd parking lot and ask attendant. 
 
Bring the kids, snacks, come swimming, and talk bonsai. Look for the white 
mailbox. 
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Club Name Tags 

 
You have an opportunity to purchase a personalized name tag for $6.00. The name has the club logo 
and name engraved on a green background with white lettering. We are taking orders, so if you are in-
terested please sign up at the next couple of meetings. You can also contact Sharon MacDonald at 
ssmac@telus.net to place your order. 

 
Annual General Elections Held 

 
At the July meeting we held our annual general elections. The following are your Board of Directors for 
the 2011– 12 year. 
 
                       President - Bob Taylor 
                       Vice-President - Randy Kowalchuk 
                       Treasurer - Judy Horsland 
                       Secretary - Tibby Solloway 
                       Director - George Heffelfinger 
                       Director - John Mitchell 
                       Director - Mark Patterson 
                       Director - Ron Webber 
                       Director - Sharon MacDonald 
                       Director - Larry Phillips 
 
Congratulations to all. We look forward to serving the club in the upcoming year. If you have any sug-
gestions or concerns please feel free to approach any one of your Board members. 

 
50/50 Auction 

 
At our August 16th meeting, we will be holding a 50/50 auction. This will be your opportunity to sell bon-
sai, pots, tools, stones, and any other bonsai related items. The Club takes half the proceeds and the 
other half goes to the seller. It also is your opportunity to acquire some new stock, pots, etc. at usually 
reasonable prices however the excitement of the auction sometimes gets things  going. 
 
Kent, our in-house auctioneer will be providing his services and fun should be had by all. 
If you have anything you would like to enter for the auction please register it with Laurie and Randy at 
the beginning of the meeting. 
 
This is an excellent fundraiser for the Club coffers which helps to subsidize field trips, purchase books 
for the library, stock and supplies for workshops and demos. 



Page3 

 
A Bonsai Story —  Hachi-No-Ki 

 
 

Also known as “The Stranger of the Forest”, (Reprinted in Phyliss Argall’s, Dwarf Trees in the Japanese 
Mode, 1964) this famous Bonsai legend dating to the 14th century was incorporated into a popular play 
titled, “Hachi-no-ki.” (The Potted Trees) 
 
Briefly, a man dressed a Bhuddist monk stops at a poor farmhouse for the night where the residents, 
an old man and his wife offer to provide shelter. They are poor, but very dignified and share a humble 
meal with their guest. Having no firewood to prepare their food or heat their small home, they sacrifice 
three masterpiece Bonsai, remnants of their former life and higher status. 
 
Their guest, who is in fact the 
Shogun of their territory who has 
been traveling the countryside to 
better learn the conditions of his 
people, returns to his estates and 
some time afterwards summons 
the old man, a former samurai. 
 
At an important festival, the Sho-
gun rewards his generous host 
with three estates, named for the 
trees which were lost …….. 
 
Plum, Cherry, and Pine 


