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Monday January 18, 2010 … 
 
Show & Tell: Winter silhouettes. This is the time of year to appreciate the 
beautiful structure of deciduous trees. Ramification (branching) - Chuck 
and Bob will discuss and demonstrate how to improve ramification of your 
trees to achieve the fine branching desired. 
 
Raffle Table: We will have our usual raffle, please bring in your donations. 
 
Also, as always, feel free to bring in your trees for advice from our local ex-
perts. 
 
Coming in….. 
 
February 15 - Show & Tell: Viewing stones and stands. 
   Topic: Using the Club’s new Duplicarver for creating stands for your own 
stones. 
 
March 15 - Maples! 
 
 

Our Next Two Meetings: 
 
Monday Jan 18, 7:30 pm 
Monday Feb 15, 7:30 pm 
 

Garth Homer Society 
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813 Darwin Avenue 
Victoria, BC 
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Club Membership 
 
Club membership fees for 2010 are now due. 
 
A blank membership form is located on the third page of the newsletter and 
blank forms will be available at the meeting. 

Creative Writers Wanted 
 

If you have a hidden creative writing talent wanting to be unleashed, we are 
always looking for articles to publish in the Club newsletter. 
 
You can submit an article via the website or hand in your copy at a club 
meeting. The articles must be bonsai related and can include photos or art-
work. The use and publication of same are at the discretion of the club. 
 
See Randy for any information. 
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The Deserving Tree 

 
 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many will see an old, dwarfed and disfigured tree as “useless”. It’s trunk 
so full of knots it cannot yield a board for any practical purpose. 
 
Such trees stand isolated in clear cuts, high meadows and beside logging 
roads. Few travellers look at them, acknowledged them, or even aware 
they exist. 
 
Since they are so crooked and twisted, our teaching and learning may tell 
us: “Such a tree has no practical value”. 
 
But is this ancient tree, stunted and contorted, really of no use?  
One must seek an alternative. Look at it as an artist might. 
 
Plant this hapless tree in a pot, 
Walk slowly around it, 
Talk to it in calm soothing tones, admire and be attentive, 
Show affection for this survivor or our boundless forest. 
 
As it turns out, this may become a truly unique ancient tree. 
Trim, carve, shape, and gently care for it. 
Over time you may bring out the tree’s emerging beauty. 
Thanks to your nurturing efforts, it may yet offer a lifetime of artistic pleas-
ure. 
 
Adapted from the parables of Chuang Tzu 
Chinese philosopher of the 4th century BC 

 
 
                                   


